S-490 Advanced Wildland Fire Behavior Calculations

2017
Pre-Course Work Instructions

To: Nominee

The pre-course work consists of study material and a Pre-Selection Assessment Test. The study material is located online at http://onlinetraining.nwcg.gov/node/237
It contains five parts:

Part 1 – Using Topographic Maps

Part 2 – Fire Weather and Fire Behavior Knowledge

Part 3 – Fire Behavior Inputs

Part 4 – Manual Methods of Fire Behavior Prediction

Part 5 – Use of Behave Plus

*Note: Any references in the study material to the Student CD can be found on the Reference and Instruction Materials List located on the S-490 Pre-Course Work website. 

A practice test and answer key is provided with each part. Though you are not required to complete the practice tests for each part, it will be useful in preparing for the Pre-Selection Assessment Test. To complete the study material, you may refer to the publications and references listed online at the site listed above.

Here are two additional links that provide information that could help you prepare for taking the Pre-Selection Assessment Test and help you be more prepared for the course. 

Behave Plus/Pre-Course Study Material for S-490: 

https://www.frames.gov/onlinecourses/course/index.php?categoryid=11
Firefighter Math, Units 4 – 9. 

http://www.firefightermath.org/
The Pre-Selection Assessment Test is open book and must be completed with no outside assistance. The test must be administered by a Proctor (Your Supervisor or Designated Acting). Your Proctor will certify that the test was administered properly by signing the Proctor's Test Compliance Statement.

When you are ready to take your Pre-Selection Assessment Test, send an email message to me at: r6_pnwcg_training@fs.fed.us and identify who your Proctor is, and provide their email address and phone number. 
Be sure to send your Proctor a copy of the message to assure they are aware that you have identified them as your Proctor.
We will send them all of the information needed to administer the test to you.

Items needed for the test:

• Pens and/or pencils

• Ruler and protractor

• Computer with latest version of BehavePlus installed

• Nomograms left over from the pre-course study materials

• “Aids to Determining Fuel Models for Estimating Fire Behavior” by Hal E. Anderson

• NWCG Fireline Handbook: Appendix B – Fire Behavior

• Calculator

You will have 3 hours to complete the Pre-Selection Assessment Test. Show your work and attach your notes. You must complete the test with a minimum passing score of 70% to be considered for admittance to the course.

Good Luck!
Michael Gomez
Course Administrator/Coordinator
