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Monitoring Checklist for

S-130 Basic Firefighter Training

To ensure that sufficient wildland fire training opportunities are available for private sector contractors who participate in the Pacific Northwest crew and engine/tender contracts, and that this training meets or exceeds National Wildfire Coordination Group (NWCG) standards, the Pacific Northwest Wildfire Coordination Group (PNWCG) has entered into memorandums of understanding (MOUs) with representatives of two groups of training providers. The groups are firefighting contractor associations (FCA) and public training providers (PTP). 

The United States Forest Service (USFS) MOU Representative and staff administer the FCA MOUs for PNWCG and monitor FCA courses and instructors. 

The Interagency Zone Training Committee (IZTC) representatives perform PTP MOUs administration for PNWCG and monitor PTP courses and instructors in their respective geographic zones of responsibility.  The IZTC may also be asked to have representatives monitor FCA courses by the MOU-Rep when needed.

This checklist outlines the key facilities, course concepts and teaching elements that course monitors should be observing and documenting. 

Course monitors will introduce themselves to the lead instructor and explain that they are evaluating the course per the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). Course monitoring checklists (see APPENDIX A) for each NWCG course being monitored will be provided to the IZTC member agency representative monitors in advance of assignments. The checklists will serve as both a form for evaluating the course instruction and a report to be sent to the IZTC. Course checklists may be completed through course monitoring and by examination of the written agenda, lesson plan, test(s), student evaluations or other documents presented by the instructor.  Upon completion of the course monitoring/evaluation, monitor will scan and email the completed monitoring documentation to the R-6 Contract Operations FACT inbox fact@fs.fed.us (within 2-3 working days of monitoring course delivery). The R-6 Contract Operations assistant will then forward monitoring documentation to the (FCA) or (PTP) the training provider is affiliated with; within ten (10) working days of training delivery. 

Redmond Air Center

Contract Fire Operations Specialist

Katie Mergel

MOU Representative

1740 SE Ochoco Way

Redmond, OR  97756

(541) 504-7380
NOTE: Serious deficiencies include: omitting required course modules, substitution of training material that results in dropping portions of required course material, course instruction time varying greatly from recommendations listed in the Field Managers Course Guide (PMS 901-1), required oral and written testing not done or done with open book, or other deficiencies that limit the ability of students to learn the course objectives.

Monitoring Checklist for

S-130 Basic Firefighter Training Course

FCA / PTP Course Monitor 

Name of Monitor_____________________________________Phone:__________________

Address_____________________________________Unit/Agency_______________

Course Location________________________________________________Date:__________

Lead Instructor_________________________________Phone:_________________

Address______________________________          Certifying Association________ 

Unit Instructor________________________________________Phone:________________

Address________________________________ 
Certifying Association__________

Unit Instructor ________________________________________Phone:_________________

Address_________________________________ Certifying Association_________

Interpreter________________________________________Phone:_______________

Address_________________________________ Certifying Association_________
	Language Requirements

	Non-English Speaking Students Present?
	Y
	N

	Instructor able to Converse Fluently in Language of Non-English Speaking Students? 
	
	

	If Instructor was Non-Fluent in Specific Language, was a Fluent Translator Present?
	
	

	Translators Name: 

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	Student Materials

	Were any of the materials below handed out?
	Y
	N

	NWCG December 2003 version course materials used?       
	
	

	NFES 2388 S-130 decal, Standard Firefighting Orders and Watch Out

Situations 
	
	

	NFES 2389 S-130 card, Standard Firefighting Orders and Watch Out

Situations 
	
	

	NFES 2397 S-134 decal, LCES 
	
	

	NFES 1077 2014 Incident Response Pocket Guide, PMS 461 / each student has a copy
	
	

	NFES 2710 New Generation Fire Shelter, pamphlet English, PMS 411/ each student has a copy  
	
	

	NFES 2730 S-130 Student Workbook
	
	

	Optional: NFES 2147 DOT Chart 15 Hazmat Materials marking, labeling, placarding
	
	

	
	
	

	Language Specific Course Materials Provided for Non-English Speaking Students?
	
	

	NFES 2639** S-130 card, Spanish, Standard Firefighting Orders and Watch

Out Situations
	
	

	NFES 2734** S-130 decal, Spanish, Standard Firefighting Orders and Watch

Out Situations
	
	

	
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Audiovisuals

	NFES 002898 LCES DVD
	
	

	NFES2733* S-130 Risk Management, DVD 
	
	

	NFES 002985 L180 DVD
	
	

	S130 CD ROM Course Materials
	
	

	NFES 02712 DVD NEW Generation Fire Shelter, PMS 411
	
	

	NFES 002678 Training Fire Shelter, M-2002 (complete w/case)
	
	

	Dry Erase/Chalk Board/Flip Charts?
	
	

	Language Specific A/V Aids Provided for Non-English Speaking Students?
	
	

	
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Teaching Facility

	Did the Teaching Facility Provide for Adequate? 
	Y
	N

	Space?
	
	

	Lighting?
	
	

	Seating?
	
	

	Ventilation?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Course Administration

	Was Daily Attendance Documented with the use of Sign in Sheets?
	Y
	N

	Was a Course Agenda Provided?
	
	

	Was A Final Test Administered?
	
	

	Were Field Exercises Included?
	
	

	Hands on Student Participation Observed?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	S-130 Course Objectives Covered:

Unit 0a – Course Introduction

	Course Introduction (.25 Hours) Start Time: ____________ End Time: ____________

	Objective: Introduction of students to Instructor, per group, and course.

	

	

	Training Aids: None

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	Unit 0b – Basic Terminology

	Terminology (.25 Hours) Start Time:____________ End Time:____________ 

	Obj. 1: Were Nine Parts of a Fire Identified? 
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were Nine Fire Behavior Terms Defined?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were Five Other Useful Firefighting Terms Discussed?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 1 – Firefighter Preparedness

	Firefighter Preparedness (1.0 Hours) Start Time: ____________ End Time:_________

	Obj. 1: Was The Importance of the Proper Use and Maintenance of Assigned Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Explained?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Was a List of Personal Gear Needed for an Extended Period Away from The Home Station Developed?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Was the Firefighter’s Accountability For Personal and Agency Property Explained?
	
	

	Obj. 4: Were the Benefits of Maintaining a High Level of Physical Fitness and Health Listed?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Was it Explained How Eating Well and Staying Hydrated Can Reduce Firefighter Fatigue?
	
	

	Obj. 6: Was the Importance of Keeping Personal Gear and Assigned Area in Fire Camp Clean and Organized Explained?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	Unit 2 - ICS Overview

	ICS Overview (1 Hour) Start Time: ___________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Was the Firefighter’s Chain of Command Described?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Was “Incident” Defined and Incident Management Structure Organization Described?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were the General Responsibilities of Each Section in the Incident Command System (ICS) Described? 
	
	

	Obj. 4: Were the Two Positions Above the Firefighter in the Chain of

Command Named?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 3 – Resource Types

	Resource Types (.5 Hours) Start Time: ___________ End Time:____________

	Obj. 1: Were the Different Types of Crew Organizations Commonly Used in Initial Attack and Extended Attack Explained?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Was the Importance of Respecting Cultural Differences in Terms of Food, Standards of Behavior, Dress, and Customs Explained?
	
	

	
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 4a – Risk Management: Watch Out Situations and Standard Firefighting Orders

	Watch outs and Orders (3 Hours) Start Time: ____________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Were the Common Denominators on Tragedy Fires Identified?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were the Appropriate Watch out Situations Identified in a scenario? 
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were the Appropriate Standard Firefighting Orders to Minimize the Potential for Serious Injury or Death Applied?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 4b – Risk Management: LCES

	LCES (1 Hour) Start Time: ____________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Was it Described how Lookouts, Communications, Escape Routes and Safety zones (LCES) is Related to the Standard Firefighting Orders?
	
	

	Obj. 2: Were the Terms Escape Route, Escape Time, and Safety Zone Defined? 
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were Travel Barriers that Affect Escape Time Identified?
	
	

	Obj. 4: Were the Three Types of Safety Zone Categories Listed and One Example of Each Given?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Was a General Guideline for Determining Safety Zone Size to Avoid Radiant Heat Injury given?
	
	

	Obj. 6: Were the Limitations of Utilizing the Incident Response Pocket Guide Safety Zone Guidelines Identified?
	
	

	Obj. 7: Was the Difference Between Deployment Sites and Safety Zones Described?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 4c - Risk Management: Fire Shelter 

	Fire Shelter (2 Hours) Start Time: _________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Were the Two Most Important Functions of the Fire Shelter Explained? 
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Was the Inspection and Care of the Fire Shelter Discussed?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were Last Resort Survival Options Discussed?
	
	

	Obj. 4: Were Entrapment and Deployment Sites Discussed?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Were the Correct Deployment Procedures for the Fire Shelter in 25 Seconds or Less Demonstrated?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Unit 4d –Potential Hazards and Human Factors on the Fire line 

	Hazards and Human Factors (3 Hours) Start Time: _________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Was Safety Defined?
	
	

	Obj. 2: Was Situation Awareness Defined and Its Importance Described?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were the Five Communication Responsibilities Stated?
	
	

	Obj. 4: Were the Potential Hazards in the Fire Environment Identified?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Was the Risk Management Process Defined and Its Importance described?
	
	

	Obj. 6: Were the Actions that Foster Teamwork Described?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions: 

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 5 – Transportation Safety

	Transportation Safety (.5 Hours) Start Time: ___________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Develop a list of three safety procedures to follow when traveling by each of the following:

- Vehicle

- Boat

- Helicopter

- Fixed-wing aircraft

- On foot
	Y
	N

	Was the Performance Evaluation Administered? (Required)
	
	

	Was the Unit Test Administered? (Required)
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Unit 6 – Hand Tools 

	Hand Tools (3.5 Hours) Start Time: ___________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Was Instruction Given on Checking the Condition of each Hand Tool, Performing Field Maintenance, and Identifying Those Needing Replacement? 
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were the Proper Sharpening Techniques for Commonly Used Tools Demonstrated?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Given a Description of Three Fire line Jobs and a Choice of Tools, Was the Proper tool for each job discussed?
	
	

	Obj. 4: Were the Proper Methods of Carrying and Passing Tools Demonstrated?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Was the Proper Spacing When Using Hand Tools Demonstrated?
	
	

	Were the Performance Evaluations Administered? (Required)
	
	

	Was Unit Test Administered? (Optional)
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 7 – Firing Devices

	Firing Devices (1 Hours) Start Time: ____________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Were Two Hazards to Operators When Using a Fusee Described? 
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Was Igniting, Using, and Extinguishing a Fusee Demonstrated or Simulated?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were Four Hazards to Operators When Using a Drip Torch Described?
	
	

	Obj. 4: Was the Proper Fuel Mixture for a Drip Torch Stated?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Was a Drip Torch Prepared for Use and Ignited?
	
	

	Obj. 6: Was the Safe Use of the Drip Torch Demonstrated?
	
	

	Obj. 7: Was a Drip Torch Extinguished and Prepared for Storage?
	
	

	Obj. 8: Were Two Field Expedient Methods for Igniting Wildland Fuels Described?
	
	

	Were the Performance Evaluations Administered?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Unit 8 – Use of Water

	Use of Water (3.0 Hours) Start Time: ___________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Was Proper Backpack Pump Operation and Maintenance Demonstrated?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were Common Hose Components and Accessories Correctly Identified?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Was the Process of Correctly Unrolling Hose Described?
	
	

	Obj. 4: Was a Hose Camp and/or Field-expedient Method to Restrict Water Flow in a Charged Line Used?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Were the Two Hose Lay Methods Described and Demonstrated? 
	
	

	Obj. 6: Were the Water Use Hand Signals Correctly Identified?
	
	

	Obj. 7: Were the Nozzle Settings for Straight Stream and Fog Spray Demonstrated?
	
	

	Obj. 8: Were the Fire Situations When the Straight and Fog Spray Nozzle Water Streams Would Be Used Described?
	
	

	Were Performance Evaluations Administered?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 9 – Suppression

	Suppression (1 to1.5 Hours) Start Time:___________ End Time:____________

	Obj. 1: Were Three Methods for Breaking the Fire Triangle Described? 
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were Three Methods of Attack on a Fire Described?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were Three Suppression Techniques Listed and Their Uses Described?
	
	

	Obj. 4: Was the Blackline Concept Described?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Were Four Kinds of Fire Control Line Described?
	
	

	Obj.6: Were Four Threats/Hazards To an Existing Control Line When

Fire is burning inside the Line Named?
	
	

	Obj.7: Were the Proper Follow-up Procedures for a Dozer or

Tractor Plow Fire line Described?
	
	

	Obj.8: Were Two Kinds of Coordinated Crew Techniques Used for Fire line Construction Described, and With at Least Four Additional Personnel, Was a Fire line Utilizing These Techniques Constructed? 
	
	

	Obj. 9: Were Safety Procedures to Follow When in an Area Where Retardant/Water Drops are Being Made Described? 
	
	

	Were Performance Evaluations and/or a Written Examination Administered?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 10a – Patrolling and Communication - Patrolling

	Patrolling and Communicating (.33 Hours) Start Time: __________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Were Five Ways to Communicate With Designated Personnel Described?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Was a Systematic Method of Locating Spot Fires Described?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were Four Considerations When Patrolling a Fire Described?
	
	

	Was the Group Exercise Administered? (Required)
	
	

	Was The Written Examination Administered? (Optional)
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	


	Unit 10b– Patrolling and Communicating - Radio Communication

	–Radio Communication (.33 Hours) Start Time: ___________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Were Frequencies Described As Well As How They Affect Radio

Communications? 
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were Four Elements of Proper Radio Use Procedures Listed?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Was the Procedure for Transmitting a Message Clearly Using Proper Procedures and Language Demonstrated? 
	
	

	Obj. 4: Were Three Radio Troubleshooting Practices Used to Improve Radio Reception or Transmission Described?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Were Precautions and Care to Protect the Radio from Damage Described? 
	
	

	Was the Performance Evaluation Administered?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Unit 11 – Mop-up and Securing the Fire line

	Mop-up (1.5 to 2 Hours) Start Time: ___________ End Time: __________

	Obj. 1: were the Procedures for Extinguishing Burning Materials by Chopping, Scraping, and Mixing Them with Soil and Water Described and demonstrated?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were Precautions to Take When Applying Water to Hot Materials Described and Proper Techniques for Doing So Demonstrate? 
	
	

	Obj. 3: Was a Systematic Method of Mop-up Described and Two Reasons for Using This Method Given?
	
	

	Obj.4: Was it Described How Four of the Senses Aid in Detecting Burning

Materials?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Was the Importance of Breaking Up and Dispersing Machine Piles and Berms Adjacent to the Control Line Discussed? 
	
	

	Obj. 6: Was the Technique of Cold Trailing on a Simulated Fire Perimeter Demonstrated?
	
	

	Was the Performance Evaluation Administered? (Required)
	
	

	Was the Written Examination Administered? (Optional)
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	


	Unit 12 – Fire Exercise

	Fire Exercise (5.5 Hours) Start Time: __________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Were Proper Travel Procedures En Route To and From a Fire Demonstrated?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were Proper Use, Handling, and Maintenance of Hand tools Demonstrated? 
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were Progressive and Leap Frog Hand line Constructed?
	
	

	Obj. 4: Were Simple and Progressive Hose lays Constructed?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Was Using Escape Routes to Promptly Retreat to a Safety Zone Described? 
	
	

	Obj. 6: Was There an “After Action Review?”
	
	

	Was the Performance Evaluation Administered?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Unit 13 – Hazardous Materials Awareness

	Hazmat (2.0 Hours) Start Time: ________ End Time: __________

	Obj. 1: Was a Working Definition of Hazardous Materials Developed?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were the General Guidelines When Reacting to a Possible Hazardous Materials Emergency Explained?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were the Six Steps in the D.E.C.I.D.E. Process Listed and Explained? 
	
	

	Obj. 4: Were the Six Clues for Detecting the Presence of Hazardous Materials Listed and Explained?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 14 – Wildland/Urban Interface Safety

	Interface (1 Hour) Start Time: _________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Were the Wildland/Urban Interface Watch Out Situations Identified?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were Personnel Safety Concerns in Wildland/Urban Interface Fires Identified?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 15 – Pump Operations (Optional)

	Pumps (1.0 Hours) Start Time: ___________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Were the Two Common Types of Pumps Identified?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were the Responsibilities and Personal Protective Equipment of the Portable Pump Operator Identified?
	
	


	Was the Performance Evaluation Administered?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 16 - Map Reading and Use of the Compass (Optional)

	Map and Compass (2 Hours) Start Time: _________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Were the Symbols Depicted on a Locally Used Map With a Legend Identified?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Was the Land Survey System Used Locally Named and described?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Was a Legal Description of a Point on a Map Located?
	
	

	Obj. 4: Were Major Topographic Features, Both in the Field and on a Map Identified?
	
	

	Obj. 5: Was the Ability to Read and Shoot an Azimuth (Bearing) Off a Compass Demonstrated?
	
	

	Obj. 6: Was the Importance of Knowing the Proper Declination of an Area Explained?
	
	

	Obj. 7: Was Each Student’s Walking Pace Determined on Flat and Sloped Ground in One Chain and 100 Foot Intervals?
	
	

	Obj. 8: Given a Compass with Proper Declination and a Local Map, Was an Azimuth and Distance Determined and was Navigating through Wildland Terrain between Two Points Demonstrated?
	
	

	Were the Performance Evaluations Administered?
	
	

	Was the Written Test Administered?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 17 – Wildland Fire Investigation (Optional) 

	Wildland Fire Investigation (.5 Hours) Start Time: ____________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Were Items to Watch For When Traveling To, Arriving At, and During Initial Attack That Might Show the Origin and/or Cause of the Fire Described? 
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Was Recording and Reporting Information That Will Help in Determining Fire Cause and Origin Given in a Simulated Situation?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Was Information For Determining and Protecting the Area of Fire Origin Given in a Simulated Fire Situation? 
	
	

	Was the Written and/or Performance Evaluation Administered?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Unit 18 - Cultural Resources (Optional)

	Cultural Resources (.5 Hours) Start Time: ___________ End Time: ____________

	Obj. 1: Was the Phrase “Cultural Resources” Defined?
	Y
	N

	Obj. 2: Were the Effects of Fire and Fire Management Activities on Cultural Resources Described?
	
	

	Obj. 3: Were the Steps to Protect Cultural Resources During Fire Management Activities Described?
	
	

	Comments/Suggestions:

	

	

	

	

	

	


	Total Hours of Instructor Led Training =              (Minimum =30 Hours)

	

	Recommendations:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Signature of Monitor
	Printed Name & Title
	Date
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