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 RX-310, Introduction to Fire Effects

IQCS Session #, Great Basin Training Unit, November 2-6, 2015

Name:___________________________________
Pre-Course Work

The purpose of this pre-course work is for you to think about how some of the topics in class pertain to your home unit, to gain familiarity with tools we use to include Fire Effects research in planning, and to form questions you want to answer during class.  We will build on these exercises throughout the class.

Pre-Course Reading (You do NOT need to print this out):

Complete the following pre-course reading materials:
1. Adaptive Management Intro, summary from Adaptive Management of Forests in British Columbia, by B. Taylor, L. Kremsater, and R. Ellis
https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/pubs/docs/sil/sil426-1.pdf
2. Guidance for the Implementation of Federal Wildland Fire Policy
http://www.nifc.gov/policies/policies_documents/GIFWFMP.pdf
3. Effects of Fire on Flora:  p. 34, How this applies to Management, and Chapter 9, p. 185-203 (up to Research Needs section)
http://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs/rmrs_gtr042_2.pdf
4. NWCG Fire Effects Guide:

a) Preface, p. 2-5, http://www.nwcg.gov/sites/default/files/products/FEG.pdf
b) and  Part C, Resource management Considerations, in the following chapters

c) Chapter VIII, Cultural Resources, PDF pages 172-174
And

d) Chapter VII, Terrestrial Wildlife, PDF pages 145 to 155 (2. Faunal Response through 4. Direct Mortality)

5. Effects of Fire on Soil/Water RMRS-GTR-42-vol.4 Effects of fire on Soil/Water.  Read the Introduction (p. 1-17.)  Download this from the FEIS database at:  http://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs/rmrs_gtr042_4.pdf?
 Pre-Course Written Work 
1. Answer the six questions and two essays below.  These essay answers should be no more than 1 typed page each, but may be as short as quality allows.  
2. Put your name on all documents.

3. Email completed pre-work to rsorensen@blm.gov by October 16th .
SAVE ATTACHMENT AS: YOURNAME_2015_Rx310_Prework 

                                                 (e.g.  JDoe_2015_Rx310_Prework)
Questions

1. Google “fire regime condition class” (FRCC) and find a description of FRCC.  In your own words, define and describe FRCC.  Does your unit use FRCC? (10 pts)
2. Google “national cohesive wildland fire management strategy.”  What is the vision for the National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy and what are the 3 key areas being focused on to address the nation’s wildfire problems? (5pts)
3. List cultural resources in your area or home unit that could be impacted by fire.  (5 pts)
4.  The major soil and water disturbances associated with fire suppression are _________________________, ___________________________, and ______________________________ (3pts).

5.  While visiting a dry forest site that recently burned to do a post-burn fire effects assessment, you notice that the sound logs are deeply charred and rotten logs are completely consumed; twigs and small branches are completely consumed.  How would you characterize the depth of this burn (see reading from Fire Effects on Soils/Water)?  (2 pts.)

6. Give an example from your fire experiences where you have applied the principles of adaptive management or been part of an organization that has applied these principles?  Describe the plan, management action, evaluation method, and any adjustments made.  (5 pts.)

Essays (20 points each)

Answer the following questions using the reading to supplement and support your answers.  Be honest, there are no right/wrong answers—there are poorly supported or well supported ones, however.  You may need to talk to managers and specialists at your home unit to complete this.  DO YOUR OWN WORK.
1. Describe your home unit’s prescribed fire/fuels program.  Discuss the following:

a. What kind of treatments are used (ex. Use of wildfire, Rx fire, chipping, bullhog, etc.)?  Why different treatments in different areas?

b. How are treatment areas picked?  Prioritized? (discuss WUI and non-WUI, if your program has both)

c. How much is treated in a year?  Has this been consistent over the last 5 years?  10 years? Why/why not?  

2. Discuss your home unit’s unplanned ignition management program.  Specifically answer these questions:

a. Does your home unit manage wildfire for natural/cultural resource objectives when authorized?    Why/Why not?

b. From what you have experienced and read about managing wildfire for resource benefit, what would be the potential consequences of allowing or not allowing it?
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